INTRODUCTION
Because of their high luminosities, supernovae of Type Ia would appear to be ideal calibrators of the extragalactic distance scale (Kowal 1968) . However, observations collected during the last decade clearly show that SNe Ia are not all identical and that some of them have luminosities that deviate significantly from the mean. For example, SN 1957B and SN 1991bg (which both occurred in the almost dust-free elliptical M84) had luminosities at maximum light that differed by B(max) 2.4 mag. A second difficulty is that the majority of SNe Ia occur in dusty late-type spiral galaxies, in which the foreground reddening of individual supernovae is not known. In this letter, a method is suggested for circumventing both of these difficulties.
A REDDENING-FREE PARAMETER
Recently, Höflich & Khokhlov (1995) shown by this figure is that the faintest supernovae are also the reddest. This is in agreement with observations which show (Hamuy et al. 1994 ) that intrinsically faint SNe Ia, such as SN 1991bg and SN 1992K, were quite red at maximum light.
Also shown in Fig. 1 is a reddening vector (Mathis 1990 ) with a slope A = 3.1 E(B-V). The fact that a reddening line with slope . 3.1 fits the models V for supernovae at maximum light implies that one can define a parameter
V max which is, in first approximation, independent of both reddening and supernova model. For the 36 supernova models of Höflich & Khokhlov (1995) one find
with a dispersion of . = 0.29 mag. For 13 supernovae for which Hamuy et al. Table 3 of Höflich & Khokhlov (1995) , is fit reasonably well by about three different supernova models. 
DISCUSSION
There are now four Cepheid-based distances to spiral galaxies in the Virgo region. For NGC 4321 (M 100), Freedman et al. (1994) 
